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Where Is It?




Why Is it
located
at this
point?

Because
this
section
of the
city walls
end here




Why do
the walls
end
there?

The walls
ended at
the

flooded
river Foss

George Nicholson 1829 (York Art Gallery)
See how the ground and fence

slope down to the river



|s there still
evidence of
the river next
to the tower
today?

Yes. The
opl i nth
around the
tower steps
down as it
follows the
slope of the

buried river
bank




Why was the
river Foss
flooded?

In 1068, William
the Conqueror
dammed the
river Foss to
raise water by
approx. 6ft.

This flooded his
castle moat
and protected
the south east
of the city
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Norman
timber
castle

In 1068 shown on
: " ~ the Bayeux
Wi Il Il 1 amos tapestry
castle keep
was built in

timber on top

of an earth s A
L e _:."; -r:H’
mound and ) L

within the
timber walls
of the outer sl
bailey o

A typical a motte & bailey castle, with
a moat and drawbridge



This model
of York
Castle
shows the
motte and
bailey In

t he 13
with the
stone walls
and castle
we see
today.

The flooded river Foss is close to the
bailey walls, with the moat crossed by
a drawbridge at the south gatehouse.
This was demolished after the civil war



Where was
the dam?

The Norman
dam runs
under the
modern dual
carriageway
over the river
Foss, from the
Castle to
Fishergate
Tower




The Norman
dam cut off
navigation
Into the city
until 1794,
when a lock

was built to

lift barges the

The original lock was enlarged in

6ft rise In 1856 to allow larger barges to reach
Leetham Mills.
water levels. Castle Mills was also demolished at

this time.



If the flooded
river Foss
protected the
south east of
the city, when
and why were
the walls built
here?

This part of
the city grew
and needed
better
protection
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River
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Fishergate

Around 1160, an earth raMpart and
ditch was built around Walmgate
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The ditch and
rampart cut
off southern
Fishergate
from the city.
Rich families
moved Into
the city
centre and
~iIshergate
pegan tode -

populate —
St Andrewos & Ditch

Priory was >
established in
.Z 2 02 . (Map. Sara Rees Jones)




